Summary: Acute splenic sequestration crisis in a 20 year old female with homozygous sickle cell anaemia (Hb SS) is described. The resemblance of this complication to that of splenic vein ligation is discussed. This is the first case report known to the author of acute splenic sequestration crisis in an adult with homozygous sickle cell anaemia treated successfully.
Introduction
Acute splenic sequestration crisis in sickle cell anaemia was first described by Tomlinson,' but has since been reported in children by several authors."-6 It is commonly seen between the ages of 3 months to 6 years and has not been reported in adults,6 presumably as the spleen begins to fibrose from 8 years of age.7
Acute splenic sequestration crisis has, however, been described in adults with sickle cell haemoglobin C disease8-0 and sickle cell thalassaemia.9 '10 
